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Istanbul and Kazan in the early twentieth century were the learning centers of the 

Turkic world, the centers of the formation of ethnic, national and Turkic self-
consciousness. There were close ideological and cultural ties between these cities, 
which were represented in the constant contacts of people and exchange of information 
through newspaper and magazine materials. It should be noted that the Tatar intellectu-
als who emigrated to Turkey had a great influence on the formation of the national self-
image of the Turks, on their development as a nation, on shaping Turkey as a secular 
state. Some of them were even in the inner circle of Ataturk, the first president of the 
Turkish Republic, worked as his advisers on cultural and political issues. Their authori-
ty and influence were significant not only in the political and administrative life of the 
country, but also in research and education. As the Turkish Republic has been formed, 
construction of national educational schools begins, newspapers and magazines are pub-
lished with the purpose to grow the national self-consciousness of the Turks. 

The report reveals the issue of the educational activities of Tatar intellectuals in 
Turkey in the first half of the 20th century. 
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At the beginning of the 20th century Istanbul and Kazan were the centers of 

education, bookishness and scholarship of the Turkic world, the centers of the 
formation of ethnic, national and Turkic self-consciousness. There were close 
ideological and cultural ties between the Tatars of Kazan and Istanbul, which 
were represented in the constant contacts of people and exchange of information 
through newspaper and magazine materials, as well as through literary works. 
Quite a lot of Tatar peasants in the late 19th century emigrated to the Ottoman 
state, also a lot of the Tatar youth went there to study. A large wave of emi-
grants poured into Turkey, as the Turks were closer in blood and religion to the 
Tatar people. It is known that from the late 19th century Tatars moved to the 
Ottoman Empire in the hope of starting a new life. This fact is mentioned in the 
works of Tatar writers. For example, the well-known writer Makhmut Galyau 
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(1887–1938) writes about the mass departure of Tatar peasants in 1897 to Tur-
key in search of happiness and a new life in his novel “Haze” (”Bolganchyk 
yillar”) [4, p. 216]. The resettlement of the Tatar population from the villages of 
the Volga region and the Urals was caused by the violent Christianization of 
Muslims after the defeat of Russia in the Crimean War. In 1890, a decree was 
issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia on the possibility of emigra-
tion of the Volga region and the Urals Muslim population abroad for religious 
reasons. In 1892, the consent of the Turkish Sultan Abdul Нamid II was re-
ceived about the resettlement of several thousand Muslims from Russia; at the 
beginning of 1893 up to three thousand Turkic Tatars moved from the regions 
of the Volga and the Urals to Turkey. Being adherents of Islam, having a signif-
icant linguistic and ethnic and socio-cultural similarity, the Turkic Tatars were 
hospitably received by the Turkish authorities; the government allocated land, 
materials, and benefits to them [3, p. 50]. 

The well-known Tatar writer, the politician Gayaz Iskhaki, in his report on 
“The Present Situation of Turkic-Tatar Emigrants in Europe and Their Perspec-
tives on the Future,” read by him at the Muslim Community in 1934, writes that 
the Turkic Tatars, who arrived in Turkey before the revolution, almost all lived 
together, having organized one large settlement and completely did not lose 
their national life, and all of them are Turkish subjects. Our compatriots had a 
lot of authority in the cultural world of Turkey. In the Turkish universities many 
Turkic Tatars professors lectured, some of them even held rector positions, and 
all of them were highly respected in the scientific world. In the press, the Turkic 
Tatar journalists also occupied a significant position. For example, our compat-
riot Faizi [8] worked as the editor of the political department of the most widely 
spread government newspaper in Turkey Cumhuriyet [8]. It stands to mention 
that S. Maksudi published many of his articles there. 

To be fair, it should be noted that the Tatars had every reason to consider 
those countries as the “second homeland,” in the development of history, cul-
ture, and science of which they made a significant contribution [3, p. 49–50]. 
The Tatar intellectuals, emigrated after the October Revolution, settled in Tur-
key differently. In particular, the modern Turkish public notes the great im-
portance in the cultural development of Turkey of such figures as Yu. Akchura, 
S. Maksudi [3, p. 50]. Several leaders of the Muslim peoples of the empire – 
A. Agayev, Yu. Akchura, A. Huseyn-zade, and A. Ibragimov, having found 
themselves after the first Russian revolution abroad, organized a special Com-
mittee for Protection of the Rights of the Turkic Tatars in Russia in 1915. The 
purpose of the Committee was to raise the issue of national rights, including the 
self-determination of Muslim Turks in the Russian Empire and in the interna-
tional arena [6, p. 111–112]. 

If you go back to the beginning of the 20th century, in the Tatar madrasas of 
that period Turkish textbooks, magazines, books were brought from Istanbul, 
the Tatar intellectuals got acquainted with French novels, including their Turk-
ish translations. Sadri Maksudi and Gayaz Iskhaki, as students of the Kazan 
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Teachers School, read the works of prominent French philosophers and writers 
in Turkish and Russian. Therefore, Istanbul served as a guide to the world of 
knowledge for the Tatar youth.  

Russian Muslims began to apply to Turkish educational institutions after 
the revolution in 1905. For example, it is known that in 1906 four young men 
from Kazan Tatars applied for admission to the University of Istanbul. In view 
of the fact that the charter of the university has not yet developed a clause on 
the conditions for the training of foreign students, it was impossible to satisfy 
their request. The bureaucratic obstacles were completely removed in 1908, 
since that time many young people from Russia began to study in educational 
institutions of Istanbul. After the Young Turk revolution in 1908, these young 
people began to establish their societies and communities. The first of them, the 
Society of Russian Muslim Students, was created in October 1908 by Kazan 
Tatars. Following them in early 1909, an Arab, Kurdish, Albanian student so-
cieties appeared in Istanbul [9, p. 100]. 

Tatar students who studied in higher educational institutions of Turkey also 
were a model to emulate for all the rest. They were distinguished by spirituality, 
the presence of certain ideals preparing themselves for the present and the fu-
ture, working capacity, stability, and diligence. Fatikh Karimi has heard flatter-
ing reviews about them from the rectors of the Istanbul University and the Is-
tanbul Pedagogical Institute [7, p. 414]. 

At the beginning of the twentieth century a whole wave of Tatar intellectu-
als, students, workers was in Turkey. Most of the Tatar figures settled in Istan-
bul and took part in the intellectual and political life of the Turkish state. Such 
were, for example, Musa Akgyetzade (1864–1923), Yusuf Akchura (1876–
1935), Gabdrasit Ibragimov (1857–1944), Sadri Maksudi (1878–1957), Gayaz 
Iskhaki (1878–1954), Rashit Rahmati Arat (1900 –1964), Akdes Nigmati Kurat 
(1903–1971) and others. It should be noted that since the 19th century the rela-
tions between the two peoples have become close due to the activities of 
I. Gasprinskiy and the Tarjeman newspaper. The language of the newspaper 
was understandable to all the Turkic speaking peoples of the Russian Empire 
and was close to the Ottoman language, which helped bring all the Turkic peo-
ples closer together. All these figures gain authority in the social, scientific, and 
political life of Turkey. Tatar intellectuals work closely with magazines, news-
papers and public organizations. Many of these figures were educated in Istan-
bul and some even stayed to live in the Ottoman Empire and later in the Turkish 
Republic. 

Musa Akyegetzade is known in the Tatar literature as the first author of the 
realistic novel “Hisametdin Menla” (1886); in Turkey he is known for being 
one of the first economists who spoke with the dissemination of the ideas of 
Friedrich List (1789–1846) in the national economy of the Ottoman Empire. He 
has a special place in the Turkish history as the largest economist and also as a 
thinker who managed to create an economic system in which the achievements 
of the world economic science, as well as Islamic traditions, are synthesized; 
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moreover, he is known as a popularizer of these achievements in the Ottoman 
Empire of the Young Turks. As for the life of Musa Akyegetzade, in 1884–1888 
he lives in such cities as Kazan, Penza, Bakhchisaray (Crimea), works in the 
editorial office of the Tarjeman newspaper and in 1888, following I. Gasp-
rinskiy's instruction, he leaves for Istanbul where he enters the Military Acade-
my (Mekteb-i Mülkiye) which trains officials for state institutions. In 1891, up-
on graduating from the academy, he works in the administrative and civil ser-
vice. In 1892 M. Akyegetzade began teaching at the Military College (Mekteb-i 
Erkân-ı Harbiye) where he held the position of a teacher of the Russian lan-
guage and economy in the infantry and cavalry, the veterinary police classes, as 
well as in the upper classes on the general history. As a matter of fact, the first 
President of Turkey Mustafa Kemal Ataturk (1881–1938) studied at the same 
Military College from 1902 to 1905. In 1906–1908 M. Akyegetzade publishes 
the newspaper Metin. The newspaper issued on four pages highlighted political, 
social, economic and military problems. In total there are 32 issues [11, p. 574]. 
Due to the fact that the pages covered all the details of the economic crisis of 
the Ottoman Empire, the course of military operations and other acute problems 
were touched upon, the official authorities reacted negatively to the Metin 
newspaper and closed it. 

Yusuf Akchura (1876–1935) is a graduate of the Political Science School 
at the Sorbonne, deputy of the Turkish parliament, adviser of the first president 
of Turkey, Ataturk, politician, political scientist, historian, who contributed not 
only to the creation of the national ideology of Turkey, but also to the formation 
of the Turkish nation as such. In 1883, when he was still a child, he and his 
mother came to Istanbul, where in 1895, upon graduating from school, he en-
tered the Military School. After the 2nd year he participated in movements on 
Turkism and for that he was expelled from school and arrested. After that 
Yu. Akchura went to Paris to study, afterwards to Kazan. Returning in 1908 to 
Istanbul, Yu. Akchura organizes the society “Turk Dernegi” (December 25, 
1908–1912) which unites all Turkic Muslims living in the Ottoman Empire and 
not only. Its main purpose is to spread the ideas of Turkism. The Society issued 
tracts, newspapers; meetings and speeches were organized [1, p. 229–232]. 

In 1911 the first issue of the magazine Türk Yurdu is published in Turkey 
(“Turkic Homeland”) and the editor is the famous Tatar and Turkish figure 
Yusuf Akchura. The financial support for the issue of the magazine is provided 
by a prominent Tatar industrialist from Orenburg Makhmud Khusainov. From 
1911 to 1918. 14 volumes, 161 issues of the journal were published. According 
to Yu. Akchura himself, the main purpose of the publication was to acquaint the 
scientists of the Turkic world, their work on common goals and polemic on the 
pages of the magazine. According to the statistical calculation of the Japanese 
historian Masami Arai, the heading “News of the Turkic World” of the maga-
zine Turk Yurdu was halfway devoted to Central Asia and Islam in the Russian 
Empire, the second half concerned the internal situation of the Ottoman Empire; 
43 % of articles were written by Turks of Russian origin (page 194, Islam in the 
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Tatar world). Thus, Tatar intellectuals bring Ottoman knowledge on the situa-
tion, the lives of Russian Muslims. The pages of the publication give an idea of 
education, news about the life of Russian Turks. The magazine Turk Yurdu 
headed by Yusuf Akchura propagandized the “Tatar model” of modernization 
on its pages. After the Young Turk revolution, the interest in the Muslims of 
Russia, their lives and views is arisen [5, p. 194]. 

Outstanding and recognized throughout the Muslim world, the Tatar reli-
gious thinker-reformer and public figure Musa Bigiev (1875–1949) was accept-
ed to the engineering school in Istanbul in 1901. In this same city the fateful 
meeting of Musa Bigiev with his fellow countryman Musa Akyegetzade (1864–
1923), who taught Russian language and economics at the Military College 
(“Mekteb-i Erkân-ı Harbiye”) since 1892, took place. M. Akyegetzade urged his 
young compatriot to continue studying the Muslim sciences. However, Musa 
Bigiev was not satisfied with the Ottoman system of religious education. There-
fore, in search of knowledge, he went on an educational tour to the Muslim 
lands of the Middle East and India [10, p. 18]. After a long distance, having vis-
ited many countries and having gained numerous friends among the religious 
and scientific intellectuals, Musa Bigiev returned to Russia in 1904. In Russia 
Musa Bigiev began active work in Islamic theology, philosophy, history, jour-
nalism, and enlightenment. During those years he wrote a number of outstand-
ing works, which became a significant phenomenon in the life of the Muslim 
world. During those years Musa Bigiev wrote a magnificent literary work un-
derstood by all educated Turks, his works easily crossed the borders of Russia 
and stirred public opinion among the population of the Ottoman Empire, sud-
denly becoming an object of universal attention. 

Sadri Maksudi (1878–1957) is a graduate of the Sorbonne, deputy of the 
3rd and 4th convocations of the State Duma of the Russian Empire, head of the 
National Autonomy of the Tatars of Russia, deputy of the Turkish parliament, 
adviser of Ataturk – the first President of Turkey, professor of Ankara and Is-
tanbul universities, who made a great contribution to the development of legal 
science and legal institutions of Turkey, an active participant of the renewal and 
formation of the modern Turkish language. 

The research, pedagogical and public work of Sadretdin Nizametdin oglu 
Maksudi Arsal in Turkey was during the reign of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 
(1923–1938), Ismet Inenu (1938–1950) and Mahmoud Dzhelal Bayar (1950–
1960). The scientific traditions acquired by him during his stay in Russia and in 
France determined the direction of his research. Proceedings of S. Maksudi 
“Lectures on the History of Turkic Law” (”Türk Hukuk Tarihi Dersleri” 1928), 
”General Fundamentals of Law” (“Hukukun Umumi Esasları” 1937), “Philoso-
phy of Law” (“Hukukun Pozitif Felsefesi” 1937), ”The General History of 
Law” (”Umumi Hukuk tarihi” 1941), “The History of Philosophy of Law” 
(“Hukuk Felsefesi Tarihi” 1946) talk about originality, deep intelligence, 
knowledge of the history of the Turks. In the listed works the facts that intro-
duce the history of Turkic law are presented. The idea of creating legal state-
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hood, the importance of studying the history of the Turkic law dominated in his 
works. Studying the history of the Turkic law was a part of social history, it was 
aimed at comparing the values of legal communication in different cultures, 
while S. Maksudi in his works emphasized the existence of a legal system in the 
Turkic states since ancient times. The scientist noted that an important compo-
nent of a person's culture is his legal culture, based on a humane and respectful 
attitude towards each other. He is also elected three times to the Great Turkish 
People's Assembly: from 1931 to 1939 he is elected twice as a deputy from the 
People's Republican Party; from 1950 to 1954 from the Democratic Party. In 
1936 the Tatar activist as part of the Great Turkish People's Assembly delega-
tion traveled to London and Glasgow, and in 1937 visited Czechoslovakia [2, p. 
47]. S. Maksudi was a member of the Turkish delegation in the Assembly of the 
League of Nations, held in London in 1936, and also in Breslau in 1937, where 
the Turkish delegation took part in discussions and negotiations. In Turkey, to-
wards the end of his political career, he began to adhere to the principles of de-
mocracy and hated dictatorship. He was one of the best public speakers of his 
time, took part in the work of the League of Nations, as well as in important 
events within the Turkish Republic. Sadri Maksudi left a bright mark in the his-
tory of the Turkish people as an ambitious, active, and forward looking politi-
cian. 

We must admit that the Tatar intellectuals who emigrated or lived in Tur-
key for a certain period of time had a great influence on the formation of the 
national self-consciousness of the Turks, on their development as a nation, on 
shaping Turkey as a secular state. Some of them were even included in the inner 
circle of Kemal Ataturk, the first president of the Turkish Republic, worked as 
his advisers on cultural and political issues. Their authority and influence were 
significant not only in the political and administrative life of the country, but 
also in its scientific and educational areas. 
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Стамбул и Казань в начале ХХ в. являлись центрами образования тюркского 

мира, центрами формирования этнического, национального и общетюркского са-
мосознания. Между этими городами существовали теснейшие идейные и куль-
турные связи, которые выражались в постоянных контактах и обмене информаци-
ей через газетные и журнальные материалы. Надо признать, что татарские интел-
лектуалы, эмигрировавшие в Турцию, оказали большое влияние на формирование 
национального самосознания турок, на формирование их как нации, на образова-
ние Турции как светского государства. Некоторые из них были в близком окру-
жении первого президента Турецкой республики Ататюрка, работали его совет-
никами по культурным и политическим вопросам. Их вес и влияние были значи-
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тельными не только в политической и административной жизни страны, но и в ее 
научной и образовательной сферах. Уже после образования Турецкой Республики 
начинается строительство национальных, просветительских школ, издаются газе-
ты и журналы, целью которых являлось рост национального самосознания турок. 

В докладе раскрывается вопрос о просветительской деятельности татарских 
интеллектуалов в Турции в первой половине XX в. 

Ключевые слова: Турция, татарские интеллектуалы, образование, культур-
ные связи. 
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